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"Where shall I find such knowledge, such indulgence, such kindness ? The Pere de la Chaise knew the bottom of my heart; he knew, as an intelligent man, how to reconcile religion with nature ; and when duty brings me to the foot of his tribunal, as a humble Christian, he never forgets that royalty cannot be long on its knees, and he accompanies with attentions and with deference the religious commands which he is bound to impose on me."
" 1 hope that God will preserve him to you," I replied to His Majesty; "but let us suppose the case in which this useful and precious man should see his career come to an end; will you grant still this mark of confidence and favour to the Jesuits? All the French being your subjects, would it not be fitting to grant this distinction sometimes to the one and sometimes to the other ? You would,
perhaps, extinguish by this that hate or animosity by which the Jesuits see themselves assailed, which your preference draws upon them."
" I do not love the Jesuits with that affection that you seem to suggest," replied the Monarch. " I look upon them as men of instruction, as a